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BROXHEAD COMMONERS ASSOCIATION

(Founded 6th June, 1968)
Chairman: J. H. ELLIS, Headley Mill, Bordon, Hants

A Short'Histogy of My Campaign to save Broxhead Comnon
‘ Septenber '73

The encroachrent by fencing of about 80 acres of Broxhead Conrion
Fast in 1963 by the late Mr Sefton lMyers was a shock to many of the
inhabitants of Lindford and Headley, and much more so for the elderly
who had spent their lives as carctakers, smallholders and farmers, and
rnany of whon had passed their lives minding and grazing cattle and
Horses on the wild unfenced Cormon, From ny carly davs I observed
their activities and later as IMiller and Corn Merchant,I cane into conta
with them in the course of ry business.

After discussion with some of the older Cormoners, whose menory's
went back to 1880, I raised the matter of the illegal fences irmediately
_at a meeting of the Hegdley Parish Council, who took it up with the late
owner, the Parish Councils Assoclation, and the Hanpshire County Council
Apart fron stopping further encroachments of the Cormmon, little progress
was nade in rermoving the offending fences by negotiation, after months
nf corresponcdence, I soon discovered only Comroners had any standing
in such matters.

By 1965 the announcerent of the Cormons Registretion Act, The

- Hanmpshire County Council immediately registered Broxhecd Common as Commo
Land extending to sone 404 acresi, according to Dr Taverners' survey of
sone 30 years ago. The Act r:quired that Cormoners must register thei
Rights or lose them for ever, if no Rights were registered the land woul
alrost certainly be free for the owners to take what action they desired

‘€uge (a) Leave as natural virgin open space
b Fence in and clear the Heather Gorse and Trees for Agricultura

developuent,
(¢c) Seck to build _
(d) Scek to win Sand or Minerals.

A Corrwoner is a Person who has a Right by Deed or Prescription
(Long Usage), to toke something legally, - grazing, sand. Turf, Pannage,
Piscary, Turbary, .= fion land owned by annther

In 1820 it is interesting to note, therc were 309 farms and smallho
dings with varying acreages of land in Headley, which extended then,
from the now Huts Hotel, Hindhead, to Whitehili Cross Roads, which were
surrounded by Forest and Cormon, and almogst the whole community lived

by Agriculture. /sheet 2 over,



- D -

There were few other occupations at hsnd untll the end of the 19°
Century, when Longnmoor and Bordon, Cenps were built, to be followed by
Railway and then the Bordon Gasworks and the School, Gradually, nen
left the land, and to-day one can scarcely frind 20 farms in the Pari:
and the old farm cottages have been modernised and the cowstall-is a
Garage. , . : . co

~Tn 1968 we founded our Association and after considerable Invest
igation, sone 41 persons Registered Rights on Broxhead, and only by -
provirg Rights of Cormon, however nany, can this area of land be pron
sunced a Cormon in the true sense by the Cornissioner, and that 1s.wh
we Registered Cormioners nust be prepared to do when the Cormissioner
Gecides to hear our case, which 1s being prepared. Once an ares »
been pronounced Cormon Land, new legislation is expected, and it appe
that the Hetropolitan Act may apply to Rural Cormons, pernitting lega
access for the public to Rural Cormons,whercas at the present only
Commcners can legally go, but as the Common cannot be fenced, the pub.
at 1a$ge of course used these open spaces in the past, but not strict
legally., :

Broxhoad is at present going through the birth pangs of change,
as did tie London Cormons sone 80 - 60 years ago - Winbledon Corrion,
Tooting Bec Comron, Harmpstead Heath, Winbledon, .and Wandsworth Cormon

- all had siniliar fights, and it was the Cormoners who saved ther.
It is now our turn to stand firm and do everything we can to save our
Broxhead Cormwon, its flord and, wild life, which, who cen tell, may a
as a lung as do the Commens in London, for an arca of local developne
as yet undreanmed of. fay I suggest y»u take e walk and sce-the heat
in bloory, and Iisten to the song of the Yellow Harmer before this hot
surmcr passes. At the sarc tine you might exercisc your rights of San
and firow>rod 1t will be hoth nentally and physically refreshing.

Hare in Lindford we still have & wild natural open space which was ~— °r
nentioned in records dating back to the Reign of Edward the Confes=dr
and I think you will agree to keep it that way. :

Reninder @ When did you last axercise the Rights you Registered -
keep. it up - it is inportant.



