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1 July 2009 E-mail

alex.lewis@hants.gov.uk

Dear Mrs Comber
Re: Part of Broxhead Common at Trottsford
I realise that I have yet fully to answet the issues raised in your e-mail of 2 June.

You say that this part of Broxhead Common has a right of air and exercise which includes horse
riding. T have not seen any evidence which leads me to believe that there is any public right of
access to this common over and above that granted by s. 2 Countryside and Rights of Way Act
2000. This is limited to a right of access on foot and it does not requitre access to be made
available from any part of an adjacent highway.

The enforcement of a breach of 5.38 Commons Act 2006 is a separate issue. The local authority
is not under any obligation to take enforcement action. Our Area Countryside Access Manger
has visited the site and advised me that there has been no attempt to stop access to the common
on foot from Footpath 48. In the circumstances, 1 do not consider that the public interest is
best served by the County Council taking enforcement action in respect of fencing which does
not prevent access, especially in the light of new powers which entitle any individual aggrieved
by the fencing to pursue the matter through the County Court.

I hope that this clarifies our position.

Yourts sincerely

Alex Le'\‘vis’
Access Team Leader
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